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Netzley/Yender House
Built ~1855, this house of an example of Greek Revival 
architecture. It was the second home of Jacob Netzley, 
who came to Lisle from Lancaster County, PA, in 1849, 
built after the family’s first home was destroyed by fire. 
The smoke darkened foundation was still clearly visible 
when the present structure was raised to be moved to 
Lisle Station Park in 1986. 

Construction took place in three phases. The first section 
was comprised of the kitchen on the main floor and two 
small bedrooms above. Floor joists under the kitchen are 
made of logs with the bark still on them showing the 
building material used. 

Lisle Station 
circa 1874



4

REUNION

rd

ANNIVERSARY

WORLD’S LARGEST

Netzley/Yender House
Next came a larger two story, four-square addition which 
included two parlors and two bedrooms on the first floor 
and four bedrooms above. For some years, Church of the 
Brethren services were held in the parlor. When the 
building was restored, an opening was left in the north wall 
of the southwest bedroom to show the wood lathe, rough 
hewn studs, bark covered log beams, and square wooden 
pegs. 

The final section was the summer kitchen adjacent to the 
kitchen. It contains an unusual feature – a huge fireplace, a 
large “beehive” baking oven, and a smokehouse all in one 
piece of masonry. Usually, smokehouses and summer 
kitchens were in separate buildings. 

Beaubien Tavern 
circa 1840
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Netzley/Yender House
When the quarter sawn clapboard siding was renailed, 
only about 15% of it had to be replaced. The roof was re-
shingled with cedar to match those that were placed on 
the house in the 1850’s. The slits on the east wall above 
the second story windows provided entrances to beehives 
in the attic. Warm and protected, bees were ready for 
spring activities sooner than if they had remained outside 
in the orchard. 

Only two families have lived in this house – four 
generations of Netzleys, and then the Yenders. George 
Yender purchased the property in 1910. Here, he and his 
wife Mary, reared their four children. In addition to 
farming, Mr. Yender operated a dairy. 

Lisle’s Third 
Grade School   
1873 – 1909
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Netzley/Yender House
In addition to the farm and dairy, in 1939 Mrs. Yender 
opened a country style grocery store on Ogden Avenue 
across from their home, and near their two dairy barns. 

The house has been preserved through the combined 
efforts of the Lisle Park District, which owns the building, 
the Village of Lisle, which owns the land, and the Lisle 
Heritage Society whose members did the research, and 
perform a variety of ongoing restoration and maintenance 
tasks. The Heritage Society have also acquired some 
furnishings and artifacts that enhance historical 
significance of all Lisle Station Park structures. 

Netzley/Yender Home              
circa 1855
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Volunteer Day Project Summary

On behalf of those special people 
who have kept the spirit of the Torch 
Classic alive, and for all of those 
people who will support this effort with 
their time and energy, we are proud to 
be working with the Lisle Park District, 
the Lisle Heritage Society, and the 
Village of Lisle to lend our assistance 
toward the following tasks.

Nanci Burk & Jim Williams
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Netzley/Yender House                       
Siding & Painting

• Scraping of old, peeling 
paint

• Replacement of siding as 
needed

• Repainting of house

Note – siding material and 
paint will be provided by 
Lisle Park District.  Material 
must maintain historical 
integrity of the house
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Eave Maintenance

• Scraping Old Paint
• Replacement of Eaves as needed
• New Paint
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Outhouse – Scraping & Painting

• Scraping Old Paint
• New Paint Outside
• New Paint inside if needed
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More Outhouse Views

Inside Views – Back 
Wall and Ceiling Lathe
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Window Sill Replacement & Painting

• Replace Storm Windows as 
needed

• Scrape sills and windows
• Replace sills as needed
• Paint sills and windows
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Back Porch Maintenance

• Replace Worn or rotting 
boards

• Correct buckling as needed
• Materials will be provided, 

and must maintain the 
historical integrity of the 
house
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Front Porch Maintenance

• Replace boards as needed
• Replace or repair and paint 

front steps
• Possible replacement of 

front porch swing
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ADA Ramp Relocation

• Currently abuts the house –
needs to be moved away to 
clear house siding 

• Extend area near porch
• Expand turn area near 

porch
• Relocate or replace 

attached stair rail
• New concrete footings may 

be required



20

REUNION

rd

ANNIVERSARY

WORLD’S LARGEST

Door, Sill and Stoop Repair or 
Replacement

• A replacement door of the 
same age and style may be 
available from the Lisle 
Historical Society

• Utilize historically accurate 
hardware for hinges, locks 
and knob

• Repair or replace stoop
• Repair or replace door 

frame
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Other Door Sill Repair, Replace or 
Painting

• Repair or replace door 
stoops as needed

• Repair, replace, or paint 
stoop rail

• Paint Door Stoops
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Window Well Repair

• Rebuild Cellar Window Well
• Existing stone removal
• Ground leveled and prepped 

for reseating stone
• Reseating and mortaring 

window well back in place
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Cellar Door Replacement

• Replace / Rebuild Cellar 
Door

• Utilize historically accurate 
hardware if available

• Paint Door to Historical 
Society recommendations
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Garden Fence Painting

• Prep fence for painting –
cleaning / scraping

• Paint Fence inside and out
• This project not part of 

plan, materials may be 
provided by event sponsors
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Garden Planting

• There are four raised 
planting beds in the garden

• Till soil to prepare for 
planting

• Plant flowers and 
vegetables per Lisle 
Historical Society 
recommendations

• Paint signs for each 
planting row
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Mulch Spreading

• Move mulch from 
delivery pile to grounds 
around house 

• Spread mulch evenly 
throughout


